
     The 

COURIER 
               

August/September 2017 

 

 
 

 

 

United Reformed Church  

New Road,  Brentwood  
 



        BRENTWOOD URC - The COURIER – Aug.Sept 2017 

 

2 

BRENTWOOD UNITED REFORMED CHURCH 
New Road, Brentwood, CM14 4GD 

 

Church Office    01277 227556 

Church Foyer    01277 217361  

 

A Joint Pastorate with Ingatestone And Billericay 

 United Reformed Churches 

www.brentwood-urc.org.uk 

 

 

MINISTER   Ruth Mitchel                             01277633143 

 

CHURCH            To be confirmed 

SECRETARY 

 

TREASURER  Mr Kees Maxey              

 

COVENANTS     Mr Jim Bealey                

 

ORGANISTS      Mr Tony Cheer                

               Mrs Muriel Cantor              

 

HALL  

STEWARD     Gabrielle Crowther     

 

SERVING  

ELDERS    Mr Jim Bealey                      

  Mr Ian Davidson    

  Mrs Corné Van Staden     

  Mr Kees Maxey                     

 

 

 

      

  

http://www.brentwood-urc.org.uk/


BRENTWOOD URC - The COURIER – Aug.Sept 2017         

 

3 

 

Dear Friends, 
 
Recently the film version of the 
book THE SHACK by William P. 
Young was brought out and 
shown for a limited period in a 
few cinemas across East 
London. It was advertised in the 
national press – I saw in a 
Saturday Telegraph. When I read the book it had a 
profound effect on me and I would have loved to have 
seen the film but diary commitment prevented this 
happening. 
 
A friend of ours who has been to see it was in awe and is 
now on a mission to encourage as many people as he can 
to read the book. 
 
Let me quote the following from the back of the book.  
‘Mackenzie Allen Phillips’s youngest daughter, Missy has 
been abducted during a family vacation and evidence that 
that she may have been brutally murdered is found in an 
abandon shack deep in the Oregon wilderness. Four years 
later, in the midst of his great ‘Sadness’ Mack receives a 
suspicious note, apparently from God, inviting him back to 
that shack for a weekend. 
 
Against his better judgement he arrives at the shack on a 
wintry afternoon and walks back into his darkest 
nightmare. What he finds there will change Mack’s world 
forever. 
 
In a world where religion seems to grow increasingly 
irrelevant THE SHACK wrestles with the timeless question, 
‘Where is God in a world so filled with unspeakable pain?’ 
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The answer that Mack gets will astound you and perhaps 
transform you as much as it did him. You’ll want everyone 
you know to read this book. 
 
J. John (Evangelist and writer) says the following: ‘This is 
the most heart warming, inspirational story I have read in 
decades. If you only read one book in the next year, read 
THE SHACK.’ 
 
Another well-known Christian musician wrote: ‘THE 
SHACK is the most absorbing work of fiction I’ve read in 
many years. My wife and I laughed, cried and repented of 
our own lack of faith along the way. THE SHACK will leave 
you craving for the presence of God.  
 
As for me, I want to agree with the above. In view of all the 
events of the last few months where many have 
questioned the presence of God or lack of it, this book 
once again has a very relevant message. For those of us 
who still ask why but trust an all-powerful and all loving 
God, it will challenge many of our preconceived ideas of 
God, how he works and reveals himself to us. It has 
challenged me to remember that God cannot be put into 
any of our neat tidy little boxes, try as we might. 
 
So although the film is no longer at the cinema may I 
suggest a little summer reading; it is available in book or 
kindle version and if anyone is interested I have it on audio 
CD discs. 
 
Be prepared to be challenged. 
 
Blessings 
Ruth 
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Church Family News 

Rosalie.   

 

TREASURER REPORT 

 

Collections 
(in £s) 
    
             Date Envelopes Loose Total 
           Total 
2016 8,030.5 1,377.9 9,408.4 
            Per 
week 154.4 26.5 180.9 
            Jan-
Jun 17 4,278.8 801.8 5,080.7 
            Per 
week 164.6 30.8 195.4 
            May-
Jun 17 1,334.1 236.0 1,570.0 
            Per 
week 166.8 29.5 196.3 

 
Although the contributions made in the weekly services 
remain stable from month to month, there are fairly large 
variations from week to week. It is important that the 
envelope collections are kept up - and on the whole, this is 
the case. 
 
Most members are part of the church envelopes scheme – 
for those who are not, it gives a stable income to the 
church – and allows an extra contribution for those who 
join the Government’s Gift Aid scheme by adding the tax 
already paid. 
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Kees Maxey 

Monday Guild 

 

At the June meeting of the Monday Guild we were treated 

to a selection of music kindly presented by Tony Cheer 

who spoke of the relevance in his life of each piece. 

 

At the July meeting a representative from Brentwood 

Borough Council spoke about Waste and Recycling and in 

this throw-away society how we should all aim to Reduce, 

Re-use and Recycle. Our next meeting will be September 

11th at 2:30 pm in the William Hunter room.  

 
Rosalie Brentnall 

Commitment for Life – our Harvest appeal 
 

For many years this church’s support for the URC 
Commitment for Life programme has been focussed on 
the agricultural struggles of the Palestinians living under 
Israeli  occupation. Israel gives them such a hard time – 
sometimes taking their land, cutting them off from markets 
for their goods, diverting some of their water supply -  and 
then both sides suffer from outbreaks of violent rocket 
attacks.  But time and again the local people find ways of 
surviving no matter what life throws at them.   Below is the 
story of one such initiative. 
  
Green shoots for women in the West Bank 
 
The small Bedouin community of Al-Rawa’in lies to the 
south-east of the Bethlehem governorate in the West 
Bank. Residents have faced increasing challenges to 
earning a sustainable living. The main source of income 
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used to be rearing livestock, but escalating costs meant 
that most of the animals had to be sold.  
 
Local men started travelling to other villages and cities to 
work for some months each year, to support their families. 
In this remote area, with the closest market 18km away, no 
public transport, and a vegetable merchant who passed 
through up to twice a month, villagers struggled to procure 
fresh vegetables.  
 
In response to these challenges, in 2015, the East 
Jerusalem YMCA worked with 22 women in the village to 
establish 19 gardens, benefiting 35 families (240 
individuals). Each garden is 150-250 square metres and 
has a fence, drip irrigation pipes and a water tank. The 
women received basic agricultural training, fertilisers and 
machinery, seeds and cuttings. Three months after starting 
their gardens, families no longer needed to buy vegetables 
as they were producing large crops of tomatoes, lettuce, 
thyme, courgettes, aubergines and other vegetables.  
 
Those with a surplus sell or trade vegetables with each 
other. The gardeners are saving money and are now 
buying seedlings and cuttings. As the women had trouble 
selling their surplus crops outside of the village, the YMCA 
connected them with two merchants from Bethlehem, who 
now travel to Al-Rawa’in periodically to buy vegetables.  
 

Mona Arara, 
who has a 
household of 
13, says: 
‘Before I had a 
garden, my 
family could 
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only eat what was locally accessible. Meals were not 
diverse. Now we are able to eat a variety of healthy 
vegetables we grow ourselves.’ 
 
Thank you for your support for women through 
Commitment for Life, which has enabled them to secure a 
livelihood for their families.  
 
Our Harvest Appeal – through envelopes distributed during 
September – will be gathered up on Harvest Sunday, 24th 
September. 

Sacred Space 

During August Sacred Space will take place at 48 St 

Thomas Road, the home of Kees and Sheila Maxey.  This 

is because of work being done in the church and hall.   

Sacred Space will, as usual, run from 9.30am to 10am on 

Wednesday mornings and will follow its usual pattern of a 

brief prayer and reading at the beginning and end with 

about 20 minutes silence in the middle.   If you have never 

been before, why not give it a try? 

On Wednesday 6 September it will return to its usual 

place in the Centrum. 

Sheila Maxey 

Seek #JusticeAndPeace in the Holy Land 

"To put people first" is Rabbi Noa 
Mazor's hope for #JusticeAndPeace in 

the #HolyLand. Well said! 
https://www.oikoumene.org/en/what-we-

https://twitter.com/hashtag/JusticeAndPeace?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/HolyLand?src=hash
https://t.co/d5tJtvrI3G
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do/12-faces-of-hope#noa-mazor … 
#WCCpic.twitter.com/d7FdzoY4gM 

https://t.co/d5tJtvrI3G
https://twitter.com/hashtag/WCC?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/WCC?src=hash
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"To put people first" is Rabbi Noa Mazor's hope for 

#JusticeAndPeace in the #HolyLand. Well said! 

https://www.oikoumene.org/en/what-we-do/12-faces-of-hope#noa-

mazor … #WCCpic.twitter.com/d7FdzoY4gM 

https://twitter.com/hashtag/JusticeAndPeace?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/HolyLand?src=hash
https://t.co/d5tJtvrI3G
https://t.co/d5tJtvrI3G
https://twitter.com/hashtag/WCC?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/WCC?src=hash
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Half a century has passed since the six-day war when 
Israel occupied East Jerusalem, the West Bank, the Gaza 
Strip and the Golan Heights. Despite stalled peace 
processes and the sufferings entailed by the occupation, 
people still hope for a better future. In recognition of these 
events, The World Council of Churches have produced a 
series of stories called 12 Faces of Hope. Here is just one 
of them:- 

Hope is an essential thing to have. If we lose hope it stops 
us from doing anything. Even when things seem 
desperate, you still need to have hope. 

My hope is that people will find holiness in life and in each 
other – not sites or specific places. Only if we put people 
first, and then everything else after that, we can achieve a 
fulfilling life together in peace. There is a holy spark in 
each of us which needs to be kept alive and nurtured. The 
holiness of people is the most important thing to recognize, 
and from there everything else will come. 

But how do we make our lives holy, and how do we work 
to create holiness? The answer is that it is our primary 
mission to keep our lives as holy as possible. We must 
overcome ethnical, religious and political constraints. We 
must talk more to each other, encourage more meetings, 
get to know each other, and strive to understand each 
other, so that we can find reasons for hope. We must 
celebrate diversity and pluralism. I believe that dialogue, 
courage and tolerance are critical here. 

My hope is for people to be able to lead a fulfilling and 
complete life which is not restricted by governments, 
religions, terrorism or anything else. Human life and 
human dignity are the most important things, not physical 
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places. We should care more about how people can find a 
way to pray, connect with each other and practice their 
religion, rather than who is in charge or in control. 

To deal with hopelessness, we must remind ourselves that 
we are not alone in our struggle, and that we must work 
together. The reality is complicated and it is not an easy 
task to make sure that people’s lives are fulfilling and 
sacred.  But we must continue to convey the message of 
hope and holiness, and find ways to reach out to more 
people. We must change the language, we must educate 
people and try to shift their focus to things that really 
matter.  

We must try to open people’s hearts!  "To put people 
first" is Rabbi Noa Mazor's hope for #JusticeAndPeace 
in the #HolyLand. Well said! 
https://www.oikoumene.org/en/what-we-do/12-faces-
of-hope#noa-mazor … #WCC"To put people first" is Rabbi 
Noa Mazor's hope for #JusticeAndPeace in the #HolyLand. Well 
said! https://www.oikoumene.org/en/what-we-do/12-faces-of-
hope#noa-mazor … #WCC 

Noa Mazor-  Rabbi 

THE STORY OF THE WEDNESDAY LUNCH CLUB 
 
In 1974, Brentwood Community Care was formed.  It was 
supported by eleven churches across Brentwood, the 
Rotary Club and Brentwood District Council.  Volunteers 
were called on to give people lifts to hospital 
appointments, help in the home, shopping, gardening and 
visiting the housebound.  When this church was 
redeveloped in 1982 a day centre was held here twice a 
week on Mondays and alternate Wednesdays, including 

https://twitter.com/hashtag/JusticeAndPeace?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/HolyLand?src=hash
https://t.co/d5tJtvrI3G
https://t.co/d5tJtvrI3G
https://twitter.com/hashtag/WCC?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/JusticeAndPeace?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/HolyLand?src=hash
https://t.co/d5tJtvrI3G
https://t.co/d5tJtvrI3G
https://twitter.com/hashtag/WCC?src=hash
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not only lunch (then collected from the school meals 
service or provided by other groups) but also 
entertainment and craft sessions in the afternoon.  Have a 
look on the wall next to the kitchen hatch for one of the 
items produced. In 1994 the name was changed to 
Brentwood Voluntary Care and the day centre meetings 
were now called the Lunch Club with an average of 20 
people attending each session.  In 2000 the Monday 
lunches were taken over by Sawyers Church and moved 
to their building and then in 2001 Brentwood Voluntary 
Care reluctantly decided to close after 27 years of service 
to the community.   
 
It looked like this would be the end of the Wednesday 
Lunch Club.  However, Charles Steynor, who had been an 
active member of Brentwood Community Care since it was 
formed, appealed to the church to take responsibility for 
keeping the Lunch Club going, supported by our then 
minister, Rev. Lynn Fowkes.  An appeal for volunteers was 
answered by people from several churches who have 
been joined by other friends, neighbours and family and 
most important of all by our wonderful cook, Ann Coe, who 
puts in more hours every week, shopping and planning 
meals as well as being in charge in the kitchen on 
Wednesdays.  The helpers have also become good friends 
and enjoy lunch or an afternoon tea together during our 
break periods.  New volunteers are always welcome! 
 
In one form or another the Lunch Club has now kept going 
for 43 years!   
 
Since our church took over responsibility for the Club a 
monthly service before lunch has been popular with the 
diners.  This was led for some years by our Chaplain, Rev. 
Colin Hunt, and since he retired our minister, Ruth has 



        BRENTWOOD URC - The COURIER – Aug.Sept 2017 

 

16 

taken this over and we are grateful to Muriel Cantor for 
supplying the piano accompaniment to the hymns, even 
though this now means a journey from Chelmsford.  
Friendship and company have been as important to many 
of our diners as the food they share – long may the Lunch 
Club continue. 
 
Jenny Mayo  

 
COMMUNION AIMS FUND COLLECTION 

 
…August 2016..Little Havens Children’s Hospice 
 

Little Havens cares for children 
with life-threatening and life-limiting 
illness, from all over Essex and 
outer London. They receive one-to-
one specialist care, surrounded by 
their families, in a home-from-
home environment.  

 
Currently they are caring for 120 children, who stay 
regularly throughout the year. Another 130 families are 
being supported by a bereavement and family support 
service. Nearly 500 volunteers help to deliver services on 
a daily basis. 

 
…September 2016 is for the Moderator’s Benevolent 
Fund 
 
The fund is used to bring particular help to people who find 
their resources stretched at times of need, sometimes for 
family reasons, and often because of ill health. Our gifts 
enable the Moderator to show the love and care of the 
synod to people going through times of difficulty. 
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Now that Ruth is back with us, I am running this again just to remind you all…In the new 
school term we will discuss this again… 
 

HEADS UP ALL YOUNG 

PEOPLE! 

Soon, you will receive a 

letter about a group that 

can change your lives 

forever…check the invite, 

check the dates, don’t just 

chuck it in the bin…ring Ruth or 

Corne to discuss different 

dates if you cannot make it.  

A Church Membership group is an opportunity 

for us to discuss our faith; what we believe or 

are unsure of or even don’t understand. It helps 

us to look at what the church is and how we are 

part of it 

Such topics as worship, prayer, the bible, 

communion, how do we understand God as 

Father Son and Holy Spirit, how we live out our 
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faith and much, much more.   It will not all be 

lecturing!!! 

Church membership is an opportunity for 

making a commitment to a church family that 

we belong to. 

Church Membership is also 

the opportunity for young 

people especially to make 

the promises for 

themselves that their 

parents made a on their 

behalf at Baptism. 
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DUTY ROTAS – AUGUST 2017 

 

 Flowers Vestibule 

6th Silk Flowers Linda Hanna 

13th Silk Flowers Jim Bealey 

20th Silk Flowers Rosalie Brentnall 

27th Silk Flowers Heather Davidson 

 

 Vestry Steward Notices 

6th Rosalie Brentnall Gordon 

Hanna 

Steve Burns 

13th Jenny Mayo Sally Bealey Rosalie 

Brentnall 

20th Mary Tate Gabrielle 

Crowther 

The Cheers 
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27th Ian Davidson Mary Tate Stan Francis 

 

 Reader Prayers of Intercession 

6th Josh Hanna Clive Rudkin 

13th Steve Burns  

20th Lucy Crowther Jim Bealey 

27th Heather Davidson Kees Maxey 

 

 Coffee 

6th Gabrielle Crowther 

13th Linda Hanna 

20th Sally Bealey 

27th Rosalie Brentnall 

 

CHURCH CALENDAR – AUGUST 2017 

 

Wednesday 2nd 9.30 am Sacred Space – at 48 St. 

                                                            Thomas Road 

 

Sunday 6th 10 am  Rev Eric Baldwin 

Monday 7th   Start of Church Cleaning  

                                                            Week. 

Wednesday 9th 9.30 am Sacred Space – at 48 St  

                                                            Thomas Road 

   

Sunday 13th 10 am  Rev Ruth Mitchell 

   11.15 am Elders Meeting 

Wednesday 16th 9.30 am Sacred Space – at 48 St.  

                                                            Thomas Road   
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Sunday 20th 10 am  Mrs Beryl Hunt 

Wednesday 23th 9.30 am Sacred Space – at 48 St.  

                                                            Thomas Road   

      

Sunday 27th 10 am  Rev Sheila Maxey – with  

                                                            Holy Communion  

Wednesday 30th  9.30 am Sacred Space – at 48 St.  

                                                            Thomas Road 

 

DUTY ROTAS – SEPTEMBER 2017 

 

 Flowers Vestibule 

3rd Silk Flowers Jenny Mayo 

10th Margaret Cheer Linda Hanna 

17th Eileen Goult Jim Bealey 

24th Harvest Flowers Heather Davidson 

 

 Vestry Steward Notices 

3rd Clive Rudkin Carolyn 

Rudkin 

Steve Burns 

10th Rosalie Brentnall Gordon 

Hanna 

Rosalie 

Brentnall 

17th Jenny Mayo Sally 

Bealey 

The Cheers 

24th Clive Rudkin Carolyn 

Rudkin 

Stan Francis 

 

 Reader Prayers of Intercession 

3rd Jim Stratford Ian Davidson 

10th Josh Hanna  
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17th Steve Burns The Cheers 

24th Ian Davidson Jenny Mayo 

 

 Coffee 

3rd Eileen Goult 

10th Mary Tate and Sheila Crisp 

17th Elaine Austin and Margaret Gazely 

24th Gabrielle Crowther 

 

CHURCH CALENDAR – SEPTEMBER 2017 

 

Saturday 2nd   PASTORATE QUIET 

                                                            DAY AT LITTLE  

                                                            BADDOW 

  

Sunday 3rd 10 am  Mr Robert Dart 

Wednesday 6th 9.30 am Sacred Space – back in the  

                                                            Centrum 

   2 pm  URC Knitters 

 

Sunday 10th 10 am  Rev Ruth Mitchell – with  

                                                            Holy Communion 

Monday 11th 2.30 pm Monday Guild 

Wednesday 13th 9.30 am Sacred Space 

     Lunch Club resumes 

 

Sunday 17th 10 am  TBC 

Wednesday 20th 9.30 am Sacred Space 

   2 pm  URC Knitters   

   

     

Sunday 24th 10 am  HARVEST FESTIVAL –  
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                                                            Mrs Faith Paulding 

     Collection for Brentwood  

                                                            Food Bank  

Wednesday 27th 9.30 am Sacred Space 

 

Prayer Calendar for August and September 2017 

 

Week beginning: 
 

August  6th          The Middle East and its problems 

                            Those who care for our building 

                            Ingatestone URC 

 

August 13th         The Brentwood Food Bank 

                            Rural areas and their problems 

                            Billericay URC 

 

August 20th         People who are enslaved or exploited 

                           The police, legal and probation services 

                           Those who work for the media 

 

August 27th         Victims of violence and intimidation 

                            The armed forces and their chaplains 

                            Our church, its mission and activities 

 

September  3rd     Children beginning or returning to school 

                            Friends of Essex Churches and similar  

                            organisations 

                            Ministers, Lay Preachers and Worship Leaders 

 

September 10th    Those who are afflicted with mental illness 

                            BSCWT and its work in local schools 

                            Our Junior Church 

 

September 17th    Churches Together in England 
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                            Those who work for a more peaceful world 

                            Our Harvest celebrations 

 

September 24th    Elderly people and those who care for them 

                            Small Groups in our church 

                            Our 3-church pastorate 

   

 

THE COURIER 
 

The next issue of The COURIER for Oct.Nov 17 will be 

available on Sunday the 24th September 2017. 

 

All articles and content for publication of the COURIER 

should be sent to Corne Van Staden email: 

hcvstaden@gmail.com 

 

 

If you have articles for inclusion please ensure that these are 

emailed to Corne as early as possible during the week 

commencing Monday the 11th September and before the final 

deadline of Sunday the 17th September. 

 

EDITOR  Corne Van Staden  01277 203830 

        07740196882 

COLLATION & DISTRIBUTION Mr Jim Stratford and Jenny Mayo 

PLEASE NOTE THAT IF YOU WISH TO RECEIVE THE COURIER ELECTRONICALY, LET JENNY MAYO OR 

THE CORNE VAN STADEN KNOW. 

 

BRENTWOOD UNITED REFORMED CHURCH 

New Road, Brentwood, CM14 4GD 

mailto:hcvstaden@gmail.com
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SUNDAY WORSHIP 

 

10:00 am Family Worship with Creche and Junior Church 

 

Holy Communion is usually celebrated at Morning Worship on 

the last Sunday of each month. 

 

Details of preachers and special events are given in the 

COURIER. 

 

EACH WEEK: 

 

Brownies: Contact Jane Gutteridge   01245 266933  

 

WEDNESDAYS: 12:00pm Luncheon Club 

 

FRIDAYS: 09:45am – 11:45am Coffee Shop 

12:00pm -  01:00pm Christian Aid Lunch 

01:00pm – 01:30pm Ecumenical Prayers  
Top of Form 

 

 

Bottom of Form 

 

 


