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Dear Friends,
May I first take this opportunity to
thank you for all your prayers, love
and good wishes, they are very
much appreciated and I look
forward to getting back to being with you later in this month
(Feb).
I expect there are a number, across the three congregations
that keep diaries. I do, but not as a daily record, mine are
more the records of work/appointments. What I do find
interesting however is the movement of dates especially
Easter. This year, once again, Easter is very early but not
quite as early as in 2008 which had 5 Sundays so it fell on
the 23rd March!
This still means however that Ash Wednesday, give or take
a few days, almost marks the midway point between
Christmas and Easter. So as the 1st Sunday in Lent is also
Valentine’s Day, everyone will go mad sending chocolate
anonymously to loved ones instead giving it up for lent
unless of course they opt for floral gift.
Sadly amidst all this the message of the greatest gift of love
ever given will be forgotten, missed and lost by the greater
majority of people. This demonstration of that love will be
largely misunderstood or ignored, confused with chocolate
bunnies and eggs which have been in our shops since
Christmas.
For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only
Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have
eternal life.
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While the world is running around looking for love and
reassurance of being loved, so often it is looking in the
wrong places and accepts love that is without God’s water
mark of authenticity running through it. Many just don’t know
where to look.
But we do!
We as God’s people hold the key. We have a duty and a
calling to tell other of Jesus – God’s gift of love, forgiveness
and healing. So this Valentines, don’t just send messages of
your love to others, but share the message of God’s
unconditional love with others.
Here is love, vast as the ocean,
Loving kindness as the flood,
When the Prince of life, our ransom,
Shed for us His precious blood.
Who His love will not remember?
Who can cease to sing His praise?
He can never be forgotten
Throughout heaven's eternal days.
On the Mount of Crucifixion
Fountains opened deep and wide;
Through the floodgates of God's mercy
Flowed a vast and gracious tide.
Grace and love, like mighty rivers,
Poured incessant from above,
And heaven's peace and perfect justice
Kissed a guilty world in love.
William Rees (1802-1883)
Every blessing, Ruth
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CHURCH FAMILY NEWS
This is the first article I have had to produce since
Christmas so I will take the opportunity to wish all the
church family a very Happy New Year.
Unfortunately we start the year with sad news Elaine
Austen’s sister has died after a long illness and we send
Elaine our sympathies.
Our minister, Ruth, is still out of action but we hope that she
is making progress and that we will see her back in harness
before too long.

Ian Davidson has cancer and is undergoing treatment our
thoughts and prayers will be with him.
Birthdays –
The first one to be reported must be that of
Peggy Gershon who will be 90 on
February 5th. This is quite a landmark and
we wish you a very happy day. In the
words of Peggy: “90 is the new 70”!
We
have
two
new
teenagers to celebrate –
Lily Jeffrey is 13 on
February 25th and Heather
Davidson is 13 on the 5th
March.
Congratulations
girls – we hope that you
have very happy days.
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I hope that I have not overlooked any news. Please
remember all the church family in your prayers.
Rosalie

NEWS FROM THE CHURCH SECRETARY
This will be my last contribution to the Courier as Church
Secretary before I finish my term after the AGM which will
take place on Sunday, 13th March. As nobody has come
forward to replace me, it is hoped that members will offer
to share the most important responsibilities among us all.
Between now and the AGM I will be contacting those who
have already been serving our church in many roles to see
if they will be willing to continue.
During February, members are asked to nominate elders
for the new session which begins in April. This is
particularly important this year when only three of our
present elders will be continuing in service and everyone is
asked to give their prayerful consideration to this
responsibility. Members will find a nomination form in this
edition of the Courier. Please return these to me by
Sunday, 21st February at the latest.
I usually prefer to look to the future rather than dwell on
the past and Christmas already seems much more than a
month away, but I would like to pass on some thanks
received for some of our Christmas giving.
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From Kevin Jenkins, President of Community Links, who
receive our Toy Service gifts and donations "Thank you for all your support and help again this year,
which is truly appreciated. I will let you know how the
appeal goes and the difference that everyone's kindness
makes for our area's most disadvantaged, vulnerable and
at risk children. Many, many thanks for all your help"
From Ian Kemble of Brentwood Schools Christian Worker
Trust, in response to their Christmas appeal to Brentwood
churches for books and Lego for Grove House School
"Thanks very much indeed for dropping off the boxes of
books and Lego. Many, many thanks for your kindness
and thoughtfulness. Thank you also for the Christmas
card from Brentwood URC".
Last year we spent some time looking at the booklet "What
is the Spirit saying to the Churches" on the future of the
URC generally and the various options that might be open
to us. We were warned that "no change" was not an
option. It may be that this is our time in Brentwood to face
some difficult choices and changes in the way we come
together as a community of God's people but it may also
be a time of opportunity and renewal as well.
Jenny Mayo
REPORT FROM TREASURER
The table below summarises the
Sunday collections for 2015 compared
to 2014.
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Date
Annual 2014
Total for 2014
Weekly Av for 2014
Annual 2015
Total Jan - Dec 2015
Average per week

TOTAL Loose

Envelopes

9,754.0 1,506.9 8,247.1
187.6
29.0
158.6
9,350.3 1,461.5 7,888.8
179.8
28.1
151.7

As can be seen, there is a drop of income of just over
£400 - which is just over 4%. However not included in the
above chart is the free will giving through Standing Orders
- which comes to £5,420. This is about £500 more than
the previous year - making up for the drop in Sunday
collections. In addition, Gift Aid (of 25% of relevant
donations) will be added to these figures, both for the
envelope and the loose collections.
Members should consider whether they are able to
increase their contributions in the coming year as we do
have increasing expenses. The following contributions
were made to various charities over the Christmas period:
CRISIS: Total of £222.10 consisting of Celebration profit £90.55, Toy Service - £10.00, Coffee Shop - £21.55,
Individual donation - £100
Christian Aid Malaria Appeal: Total of £311.77
Shelter: Total of£100
BURC KNITTERS
We have resumed our meetings after
the Christmas break, and we have
had
a
request
from
Jenny
Macdonald in South Africa for scarves
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and hats of all sizes, so that is a priority at the moment.
They are having extremely hot weather at present, but in a
few weeks their autumn and winter will be approaching,
bringing very cold winds and rain. There is a great need for
warm clothing in the township areas.
We are continuing to give scarves and
wraps to people we hear of nearer to
home, as a sign that we are thinking of
them and remembering them regularly
in prayer.
Thank you to all who continue to
donate wool. It will be put to good use.
If you are interested in joining the knitters' group, you will
be most welcome. We meet at 2pm in the William Hunter
Room on the first and third Wednesdays of the month.
Dates for February and March are:
3rd and 17th February
2nd and16th March 2016
Muriel Cantor
ADVENT AND BEYOND
The evening of Advent Sunday 2015 was exceptionally
windy but it was good to struggle from our cars to the
candle-lit church at Buttsbury for another edition of our
well-loved Advent Sunday experience.
Just under a week later the church
was decorated for Christmas, this
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year on the Saturday evening to avoid a clash with dance
classes. There were fewer helpers but the job was done
and the church looked beautiful. We removed the
decorations after morning worship on January 3 rd, this time
with plenty of willing people and with remarkable
efficiency.
Faith Paulding was with us to lead our Toy and Gift
Service on December 6th and once again there was a very
generous response from the church family and also from
some other people with connections to our fellowship. In
the following week there was another very successful and
enjoyable Christmas Lunch for the Luncheon Club everyone had a good time and a delicious traditional
Christmas meal.
The Coffee Shop Christmas Event was on December 18th
and followed its usual pattern with the Christmas Story
being told to the children and those who came with them
who, once again, proved to be quite accomplished at
singing a few well known carols. Two days later the Carol
Service was enjoyed by all present and once again the
high quality of the readers was a feature. Although our
Minister, Rut, could not be present, she contributed to the
occasion by sending us an interesting reflection on the
famous prelude to John’s Gospel which was read for us by
our Church Secretary.
Then, once again on the shortest day,
we
enjoyed
another
Christmas
Celebration. More people were present
than in the previous year and all the
expected Celebration features were
there, even though we now manage to finish earlier - a
change which is welcomed by the now more senior age
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range.
We reflected on the way in which Christmas can be
affected, and sometimes improved, by the intervention of
unexpected events or people. It was good to welcome
quite a number of people who have connections to us but
are not regularly with us on Sundays.
For the services in the immediate Christmas period,
Margaret and I were away, but I think that overall we can
look back on another satisfying season of celebration.
Soon after Christmas comes the Week of
Prayer for Christian Unity, on the eve of
which and appropriately we joined our
friends at Brentwood Methodist Church
for their Sunday Worship. Once again we
were away from Brentwood then but we
gather that the church was crowded for a service which
included a baptism, a confirmation and an admission to
church membership.
Now Lent approaches (it’s early this year) and we have
joint Lent groups with the Methodists to look forward to.
Tony Cheer
Monday Guild
Our Christmas meeting took place on 7th December. We
met in the Centrum as there were dancing exams going on
downstairs. Many thanks to Hazel Smith and a colleague
who carried the refreshments upstairs for us. Tony and
Margaret Cheer led the meeting with a presentation for
Advent and Christmas with Christmas music and poems,
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and the Christmas story read by Margaret Gazely.
On Monday, 11th January, we met for refreshments in the
William Hunter room and then again went upstairs to the
church where Tony Cheer was able to use the piano to
introduce us to some modern versions of psalms from
various sources. Thanks again to Margaret Gazely who led
the singing which helped those who were unfamiliar with
the music.
Our next meeting will be on Monday, 8th February.
Margaret Cheer

MOVING STORIES…..189
Linda Mead is the Commitment
for
Life
co-ordinator.
The
programme gives churches an
opportunity to be involved in
global justice and development
through campaigning, fundraising
and worship. She is a lay leader
of the URC in Britain, said the call
of the times is for Christians to
help lead the way in “living more simply amidst climate change.”

A Peace Activist
Hashem Azzeh was a medical doctor, community helper
and a peace activist. He and his family have often faced
intimidation to leave their home in Hebron’s Old City. He
also faced house arrest which led to him losing his job with
the UN.
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He managed a psychological support group for members
of his community, encouraging them to speak about the
trauma that was a part of their daily lives. Together with his
wife he created a social enterprise for Hebron’s young
Palestinian women, helping them to learn skills and earn
money to support themselves and their families. He
became a friend to those who lost their homes. Because
of the lack of medical facilities he set up a community
clinic. Hashem would regularly give tours of the Old City to
internationals, educating them about the Israeli occupation
of Palestine. He was bold and would not shy away from
standing a few feet from an armed IDF soldier and
recounting, for tour participants, the Israeli government’s
litany of violations and crimes against the Palestinians.
On October 21 he died due to the effects of tear gas
inhalation. There are thousands in Palestine who mourn
his loss but are prepared to take his work forward.
Who controls the water in the Jordan Valley?
Tanks took my water… Abudallah Sawafta, age 78, a
senior resident in Bardala, the northernmost village in the
Jordan Valley, occupied Palestine, describes what
happened when the Israeli military visited his village.
“They (the Israeli water company and the Army) took
our fresh water well. They connected another pipe and
just took the water – and now they sell our own water
back
to
us
at
very
high
prices”
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Israeli authorities altered the village pipework, drilled new,
deeper wells nearby and fitted smaller pipes. As a result,
the Palestinian village of Bardala has barely enough water
to sustain itself in a climate where summer temperatures
can reach 55°C.
“…we used to get around 250 cubic metres per hour
from our well, now we end up getting as little as 40-50
cubic metres per hour – and we have to buy it from the
Israelis….now the type of crops we can afford to grow
is limited…before it was free, it was our water, now we
have to pay for it.”
Over 60% of the West Bank is what Israel calls ‘Area C’.
Much of this area has been allocated for the benefit of
Israeli settlements, which receive preferential treatment at
the expense of Palestinian communities.
More than 70% of the Palestinian communities located in
Area C are not connected to the water supply; they rely on
water tanks at a vastly increased cost. Personal water
consumption in some of these communities can be as low
as 20 litres per day, one fifth of the World Health
Organisation recommendation. (OCHA report)
“Before the Israeli occupation, we had control of our
water and we had 500,000 dunnams planted, now we
only have 1/10th of that planted…that is why parts of
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the valley now look like a desert…and the Palestinian
people have had to leave…we used to have a
population of 250,000, now is is around 75,000”
Mekorot, the Israeli state owned water company describes
its water supply network as ‘Israel‘s greatest infrastructure
work of the 20th century‘. However, a report by the World
Bank (2009) found that water supply to the Palestinian
community was seriously compromised. For example,
Palestinians are restricted to drilling wells to a maximum
depth of 150m, often insufficient depth to reach adequate
supplies of fresh water. Israeli-drilled wells are not subject
to the same restrictions.
The Israeli occupation of Palestine is approaching its 50th
year and is deemed to be in breach of international law. As
the occupying power, Israel uses Palestinian water for
uses other than non military purposes and discriminates
against the Palestinian population. (B‘Tselem: Article 55
Hague Regulations and Article 27 Fourth Geneva
Convention)
The ongoing occupation of Palestine and the inherent
discrimination against Palestinians is harmful. It
undermines the reputation of Israel and if left unchallenged
is likely to encourage rogue states who see such breaches
of international law going unchecked.
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The Palestinian Governor of the Jericho governorate
states: “The water situation is bad, but it is going to
get worse…it is our responsibility to save the Israelis
from their own foolishness”
If you are lucky enough to have freedom of access to
water, without discrimination, then please remember the
Palestinian communities. It is time for a just peace. It is
time for the occupation of Palestine to end. Used with
permission http://blog.eappi.org/
Moving Stories is produced by Commitment for Life, the programme
of the United Reformed Church that seeks to raise issues around
justice and development. To receive Moving Stories email
linda.mead@urc.org.uk. Views expressed are not necessarily those of
the URC

Women’s World Day of Prayer 2016 Friday 4th March
On Friday 4th March 2016 an estimated 3 million people
are expected to gather in over 170 countries to observe
the day of prayer, sharing the same order of service that
will be translated into over 1000 different languages and
dialects. In the British Isles alone over 6000 services will
be held. This year’s service, has been prepared by the
Christian women in Cuba. The theme of the service is
‘Receive children. Receive me’
reflecting St Mark’s Gospel,
chapter 10 verses 13-16,
which is the focus of the
service and a reminder that
everyone is a child of God and
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equally worthy of our love and respect.
URC Brentwood theme will be “Women in The Church”.
Please read the notice
board in URC Brentwood
for further detail on service
or phone the church office.

Prayer for the 2016 BMS Day of Prayer
Heavenly Father, we pray that everything we, your Church, do –
overseas and in the UK –
would be characterised by love. May we be good stewards, who
use the resources that
have been given to us with integrity.
May we never do anything without first looking to you – the
alpha and omega of all mission.
Lord, in our weakness, we pray that you would continue to
strengthen our faith, so that we
see the world through your eyes.
We remember the workers BMS supports and the people we
seek to serve.
We pray that your Church around the world would thrive – and
that people would find
Jesus in unexpected places and express his life in prophetic
ways.
We cry out for the millions denied access to education and pray
for opportunity for all who
live on the margins.
We ask that you would bless the medical work in places where
health care is not easily
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accessible and enable us to transform even more lives.
For the oppressed, the voiceless, the abused, the trafficked, the
dispossessed and the
vulnerable, we pray to our God of justice.
Lord, we lift up to you the future leaders we are helping to train
in South America, Asia,
Europe, the Middle East and Africa,
and we remember those who have had their futures ripped
away by disasters, natural and
human-made.
You are the highest goal of everything we do.
Lord, we ask that you would guide, equip and bless your Church
as we seek to bring your
abundant life to those who desperately need it.
In Jesus’ holy name we ask these things.
Amen

Communion Alms Fund
The retiring collection for February 2016 is for Essex
Search and Rescue.
Every year, hundreds of
people are reported
missing in Essex. In the
majority of cases, they
turn up safe and well but sometimes they do
not. That is when Essex
Search and Rescue go
into action. Essex Search and Rescue responds at any
time, day or night, to calls from the Police, to assist in the
search for vulnerable missing persons. In each case, a fast
response is vital.
All members of the group are volunteers but funds are
needed to purchase equipment.
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The retiring collection for March 2016 is for the
Communion Alms Fund.

SOMETHING FROM THE JUNIORSMothering Sunday
Mothering Sunday, sometimes known as Mother's Day, is held
on the fourth Sunday of Lent. It is exactly three weeks before
Easter Sunday and usually falls in the second half of March or
early April. This year it is on: 6th March 2016.

20

BRENTWOOD URC - The COURIER – Feb.March 2016

About Easter
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Prayer Calendar February and March 2016
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Week beginning:
February 7th

The Church as it observes Lent (Ash
Wednesday Feb 10th)
PENHA and its work in Africa
Billericay URC

February 14th

The Church of England (General Synod
Feb 15th-19th)
Lent Study Groups, here and elsewhere
Ingatestone URC

February 21st

Areas of conflict around the world
Theological Colleges, their staffs and

students
Brentwood Methodist Church
February 28th

Producers in the developing world (Fair
Trade Fortnight from Feb 29th)
The people of Wales (St. David’s Day
March 1st)
Women in the Church (Women’s World
Day of Prayer March 4th)

March 6th

Mothers and Families (Mothering Sunday
today)
Prisoners and Prison Workers
Our Elders and Leaders

March 13th
The British Commonwealth
(Commonwealth Day March 14th)
The people of Ireland (St. Patrick’s Day
March 17th)
Our Junior Church
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March 20th
and Easter
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The Church as it observes Holy Week
The Bible Societies
Small Groups in our church

March 27th

Anyone in special need at Easter time
The Brentwood Street Pastors
Hirers of our building
DUTY ROTAS – FEBRUARY 2016

Flowers

Vestibule

7th

Elaine Austin

Carolyn Rudkin

14th

Mary Tate

Mary Tate

21st

Patricia Benham

Sally Bealey

28th

Gillian Tytherleigh

Moses Tsingano

Vestry

Steward

Notices

7th

Moses Tsingano

Jenny Mayo

Steve Burns

14th

Ian Davidson

21st

Clive Rudkin

Rosalie
Brentnall
Jim Bealey

Rosalie
Brentnall
The Cheers

28th

Jenny Mayo

Clive Rudkin

Stan Francis

Reader

Prayers of Intercession
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7th

Clive Rudkin

Ian Davidson

14th

Mary Tate

Jim Bealey

21st

Jim Bealey

Kees Maxey

28th

Jenny Mayo

The Cheers

Coffee
7th

Elaine Austin and Margaret Gazely

14th

Gabrielle Crowther

21st

Linda Hanna

28th

Eileen Goult
CHURCH CALENDAR – FEBRUARY 2016

Wednesday

3rd

9.30 am
11.45 am
2 pm

Sacred Space
Twenty Minute Worship
URC Knitters

Sunday
Harrison
Monday
Wednesday

7th

10 am

Mrs Amanda Dolan

8th
10th

2.30 pm
9.30 am

Monday Guild
Sacred Space

Sunday
Wednesday

14th
17th

10 am
9.30 am
2 pm

Mrs Beryl Hunt
Sacred Space
URC Knitters

Sunday
Wednesday

21st
24th

10 am
9.30 am

Revd. Sheila Maxey
Sacred Space

Sunday

28th

10 am

Revd. Ruth Mitchell
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(with Holy Communion) TBC
DUTY ROTAS – MARCH 2016
Flowers

Vestibule

6th

Margaret Gazely

Rosalie Brentnall

13th

Tina Farmer

Stan Francis

20th

Sheila Crisp

Jim Bealey

27th

Jenny Mayo

Margaret Gazely

Vestry

Steward

Notices

6th

Corné Van Staden

Stan Francis

Steve Burns

13th

Rosalie Brentnall

20th

Patricia Benham

Stuart
Crowther
Eileen Goult

Rosalie
Brentnall
The Cheers

27th

Moses Tsingano

Mary Tate

Stan Francis

Reader

Prayers of Intercession

6th

Jim Stratford

Jenny Mayo

13th

Stan Francis

Linda Hanna

20th

Linda Hanna

Clive Rudkin

27th

Moses Tsingano

Jenny Mayo

Coffee
6th

Rosalie Brentnall and Patricia Benham
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13th

Sally Bealey

20th

Mary Tate and Sheila Crisp

27th

Elaine Austin and Margaret Gazely
CHURCH CALENDAR – MARCH 2016

Wednesday

2nd

9.30 am
11.45 am
2 pm

Sacred Space
Twenty MInute Worship
URC Knitters

Sunday

6th

10 am

Wednesday

9th

9.30 am

Mrs Amanda Dolan
Harrison –
Mothering Sunday
Sacred Space

Sunday

13th

10 am

Monday
Wednesday

14th
16th

2.30 pm
9.30 am
2 pm

Sunday

20th

Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

Revd. Ruth Mitchell
ANNUAL CHURCH
MEETING
Monday Guild
Sacred Space
URC Knitters

PALM SUNDAY –
Mrs. Beryl Hunt
Deadline for April/May
Courier
23rd 9.30 am
Sacred Space
24th
MAUNDY THURSDAY
COMMUNION SERVICE - TBC
25th 9.45 am
GOOD FRIDAY
SERVICE
with Brentwood Methodist Church
10.30 am
Walk of Witness from Brentwood
10 am
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Cathedral followed by
Refreshments at BURC
Sunday

27th

10 am

EASTER SUNDAY
Revd. Colin Hunt (with
Holy Communion)

Wednesday

30th

9.30 am

Sacred Space

THE COURIER
The next issue of The COURIER for April/May 2016 will be
available on Sunday the 27th March 2016.
All articles and content for publication of the COURIER
should be sent to Corne Van Staden email:
hcvstaden@gmail.com
If you have articles for inclusion please ensure that these are
emailed to Corne as early as possible during the week
commencing Monday the 14th March and before the final
deadline of Sunday the 20th March.
EDITOR

Corne Van Staden

 01277 203830
 07740196882

PRINTING

Stan Francis

COLLATION & DISTRIBUTION

Mr Jim Stratford and Team
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BRENTWOOD UNITED REFORMED CHURCH
New Road, Brentwood, CM14 4GD
SUNDAY WORSHIP
10:00 am Family Worship with Creche and Junior Church
Holy Communion is usually celebrated at Morning Worship on
the last Sunday of each month.
Details of preachers and special events are given in the
COURIER.
EACH WEEK:
Brownies:

Contact Jane Gutteridge 01245 266933

WEDNESDAYS: 12:00pm Luncheon Club
FRIDAYS:

09:45am – 11:45am Coffee Shop
12:00pm - 01:00pm Christian Aid Lunch
01:00pm – 01:30pm Ecumenical Prayers

