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Dear Friends, 
 
Over the last few months I have 
had a chance to a bit more 
reading and it has also allowed 
more time to remind myself of 
some of the books I have on the 
study bookshelves. I have also had a thin out too which is 
very good for the soul. I discovered there were books I 
thought I would like to read but that was at least10 years 
ago and as yet have not done so. I have moved them on 
as I’m not sure they will be read in the next 10 either! 
 
So having successfully thinned out my books, I also re-
found some little treasures I had forgotten about. One is 
called ‘The Serenity Prayer’ written by Trevor Hudson, 
Methodist Minister in South Africa.  
In his introduction, he talks about the world’s frantic 
searching for peace, and how it so often is looking in the 
wrong places. He then talks about this little very well-
known prayer. 

God, grant me the serenity 
To accept the things I cannot change, 

The courage to change the things I can, 
And the wisdom to know the difference. 

 
It is, I discovered through him, part of a much longer 
prayer, the rest is: 

Living one day at a time, 
enjoying one moment at a time 

accepting hardships as the pathway to peace, 
taking, as he did, this sinful would as it is, 

nor as I would have it, 
trusting that he will make all things right 

if I surrender to his will – 
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that I may be reasonably happy in this life 
and supremely happy with him forever 

 
He suggests we make it part of our daily devotions as we 
think on the events of the day, memorise it or have it to 
hand on a card to use during the day amidst its busyness 
letting the words and phrases settle in our mind and 
hearts. He also suggests that we share it with a prayer 
partner or prayer group, he writes, ‘the spiritual journey is 
seldom private. We need each other.’ 
 
He closes his introduction by saying, ‘If we are going to be 
peacemakers in a strife-filled and unhappy world, we first 
have to seek peace within our own hearts and lives. We 
cannot share what we do not possess.’ He offers then   
meditations and reflections through the book as a guide to 
the reader in their quest for a deeper sense of God’s 
peace. 
 
This coming Sunday the lectionary reading is part of John 
14 however if we read the whole chapter our attention is 
drawn to instructions and promises as Jesus tells us not to 
let our hearts be troubled but to trust in God, and later in 
the chapter He promises us His peace which is different 
from that of the world. We are also told elsewhere by Paul 
that this is a peace that is beyond our understanding 
(Phil.4:7).  
When we trust our heavenly Father to hold us safely in His 
hands, in whatever situations we may find ourselves, 
trusting Him to comfort, to strengthen, to guide us, in and 
through these situations daily, it will bring a deep sense of 
peace that can only come from God himself. 
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‘The Lord your God is with you, he is mighty to save. He 
will take delight in you, he will quiet you with his love, he 
will rejoice over you with his love.’ (Zeph.3:17) 
May the peace of God dwell richly in all our hearts as we 
learn to trust Him and lean on Him. 
 
Blessings and Shalom  

Ruth 

 
CHURCH FAMILY NEWS 

 
 
 
 
Markus’s 1483 Brentwood Sqn also 
supported Race for Life marathon’s 
taken place in Brentwood. They 
clearly had a lot of fun! 
 
 
Rosalie Bretnal 

 
TREASURER REPORT 

 
Date TOTAL Loose Envelopes 
March-
April 1,853.69 322.37 1,531.32 

 
205.97 35.82 170.15 

 

The weekly average is a little up on previous times. 
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We were blessed with 
good weather for the 34th 
UNLOCK sponsored 
walk, this year in the 
areas of Battersea and 
Clapham.  Along with 
about 750 other walkers 
we visited Anglican, 
Catholic, Methodist, 
Christian Centres and, 

for the first time, a 
Greek Orthodox church 
where an Ikon 
workshop was in 
progress and a naked 
baby was loudly 
protesting against 
baptism by immersion!  
The walk through 
Battersea Park passed 
a fun fair and several cricket matches before we returned 
to Clapham Junction station for the journey home. 

 
The annual walk raises 
40% of UNLOCK’s running 
costs each year and 
thanks to our church 
sponsors I was able to 
send them a cheque for 
£200 this time.  If you want 
to join in the fun in 2018 
make a note that the next 

walk will be on 28th April – route to be confirmed in the new 
year! 
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Jenny Mayo  

 
Daily Devotions from the URC 

Every morning a reading, reflection, and prayer are sent out 

by email from the URC.  They are written by a team of 

around 100 people from different places and perspectives 

and provide inspiration in our inboxes! The devotions are 

designed to help enrich our discipleship and, whilst 

designed for personal use, have been found helpful for 

Bible Study groups, service preparation and devotions at 

the start of meetings.  You can read them all by going to 

http://devotions.urc.org.uk  where you can also sign up to 

receive them yourself using the link on the bottom left of 

the screen. 

This is a fairly recent URC venture which I have found helpful 

and interesting. Most of us find it difficult to know how to read 

the Bible regularly and this is certainly one accessible way.   If 

you sign up to it (free, of course) it will arrive daily in your inbox 

by 8am so you can – if that suits your timetable – start the day 

that way.    

 Christian Aid Week 2017 
 

Congratulations Brentwood URC 

for an amazing result!   I am able 

to send £705.48 to Christian Aid– 

considerably up on last year’s 

total of £581.46. 

http://devotions.urc.org.uk/
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The Saturday Coffee Shop raised £128.58 – rather a 

remarkable sum considering how few people came to 

sample the marvellous array of home-made cakes. 

£576.90  was given directly – mostly through the Christian 

Aid envelopes (£399 of it Gift Aided) – but some through 

other routes including Jenny’s little second-hand toy stall, 

and the Alina Burns’ bags of loose coin picked up along 

her school corridors. 

Thank you, one and all. 

Sheila Maxey 

LITTLE BADDOW URC – HIGHWAYS AND BYWAYS 
EXHIBITION 

 
In the heart of the countryside, Little Baddow URC and 
adjoining History Centre are a good place for a summer 
visit! 
 
Between 27th May and 31st August they are showing some 
local items and some of wider and topical significance in 
the Chelmsford area and including reference to a number 
of churches in the Chelmsford District: 
 

 How a Chapel was part of village life and had 
connections with, for example, the Forge across the 
road 

 The Dissenting Arms – an insight into the parts 
played in mid-Essex by local Alehouses, Bigtime 
Congregationalist brewers, socially-minded local 
Temperance movements – and a reminder in his 
500th year that Martin Luther enjoyed his beer! 
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 An opportunity to view the video of the life of 
Constance Coltman, the first woman to be ordained 
– in 1917, exactly a century ago! 

 A chance to view some recently unearthed and very 
interesting information about early Essex Puritanism 
being loaned to Little Baddow by Chelmsford 
Cathedral. 

 
Opening times -  Wednesday  2-4 pm 
    Thursday 10 am-12 noon 
    Sundays 11th June, 9th  
July, 13th August, with cream teas! 2-4.30 pm 
 
Further information can be found on leaflets in our church 
front foyer, including small group visits. 
 
Jenny Mayo 

 

Church Cleaning Week, 7th to 11th August 2017 
 

The summer holiday period in the church building is fast 
approaching and the Work Group is drawing up the list of 
tasks that are best completed in August whilst the building 
is unoccupied. The list comprises those jobs that are not 
covered by our church cleaners with their regular rota and 
includes cleaning chairs, spring cleaning the kitchen, 
cleaning the paintwork in the high traffic areas, etc. None 
of these tasks require great physical effort; the harder jobs 

such as repainting will be 
carried out by the Work 
Group!! 
 
The usual schedule will be to 
work from 9a.m. to 12 noon 
from Monday (7th) to Friday 
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(11th) but there may be one or two days when some of the 
Work Group will be there in the afternoon in order to 
complete the painting started in the morning.  
 
If you can spare an hour or two during the week your time 
would be much appreciated. For planning purposes a list 
has been placed on the notice board so you can indicate 
when you could possibly attend. I would add that the 
coffee breaks with the usual choice of cakes and biscuits 
are also much appreciated and are an opportunity for 
stimulating conversation and discussion! 
 
We have a fine building for our worship and other activities 
thanks to the hard work of our predecessors, lets together 
endeavour to pass on this heritage in as good condition to 
those who will follow.  
 
Hope to see you during the Week. 
 
 Bill Crisp   

 

MONDAY GUILD 

At the May meeting of the Monday Guild we were pleased 

to welcome Jennifer Ward who spoke very knowledgably 

about the history of the High Street Brentwood. 

Our next meeting will be June 12tha at 14h30 and then 

July 10th. Meetings are in the William Hunter Room and 

everyone is welcome to attend. 

Margaret Cheer 

COMMUNION AIMS FUND COLLECTION 



BRENTWOOD URC - The COURIER –    June/July 2017        

 

11 

 

The retiring offering for June 2017 is 

for The Gideons. 

In 1899 three commercial travellers in 

the USA formed an association of 

Christian businessmen.  They chose the name Gideons 

after an Old Testament leader.  Today, over 250,000 

members work in 190 countries placing over 80 million 

copies of the word of God annually.  The Gideons became 

established in Britain in 1949.  The objective is to share 

God's message of salvation by personal witness and 

through placing bibles into people's hands. 

The offering for July 2017 is for Rethink 

Good Companions. 

Rethink Good Companions has over 100 

volunteers who support over 200 people 

who are isolated due to their mental ill 

health.  Just one hour's support a week can really make a 

difference to someone and having a friend to go out with 

and being made welcome at the social events, changes 

lives, gives confidence and creates a sense of belonging. 

SOMETHING FOR THE JUNIORS 

 

Father’s Day:  
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18th June 2017 

 

 

 
 
 
To all the dad’s out 
there..from first time 
dad to great grandad! 
The one to help, the 
one to show, the one 
who let’s me learn 
and forgives when I 
don’t. 
 
The  one  who God send 
my way…to show me the 
way…  
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MOVING STORIES….. 
 
Linda Mead is the Commitment 

for Life co-ordinator. The 
programme gives churches an 
opportunity to be involved in 
global justice and development 
through campaigning, fundraising 
and worship. She is a lay leader 
of the URC in Britain, said the call 
of the times is for Christians to 

help lead the way in “living more simply amidst climate change.”  
 

The Middle East is 
experiencing protracted and 
violent conflict; poverty, 
vulnerability and uncertain 
futures now define millions of 
lives. Much of the region is 
affected by the huge numbers 
of people fleeing war, 
deprivation and discrimination. 
In Israel and the occupied 
Palestinian territory bitterness 
and violence have become 
more entrenched between 
Israelis and Palestinians and 

there is currently no peace process with which to 
encourage hope.  
 
Since 2007, Gaza has experienced three military 
offensives putting ever greater strain on a crumbling 
infrastructure. Israeli policies continue to control nearly all 
aspects of Palestinian lives and abuse their most basic 
rights throughout OPT. Israel’s ongoing occupation 
continues to be characterised by its expanding settlement 
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programme with approximately 600,000 Israelis now living 
in illegal settlements on appropriated Palestinian land.  
Furthermore, civil society is seriously under threat in IOPT. 
In Israel on 11 July 2016 the Israeli Knesset voted to 
approve a controversial NGO Bill which will require NGOs 
to publicly declare if they receive more than 50 percent of 
their annual budget from foreign governments in the name 
of transparency. The law will mainly apply to human rights 
organisations and to anti-occupation organizations, which 
are critical of Israeli Government policies in the OPT.   
 
The Law requires organisations to publicly declare that 
they are reliant on foreign funding in any dealings with 
officials, in the media, on billboard advertising and online. 
Without such funding many organisations would struggle 
to exist and human rights protection work would be 
critically threatened. In Egypt, all projects receiving foreign 
funding must be approved by the Ministry of Social 
Solidarity in order to be implemented. This process results 
in long delays in work, and is rendering human rights work 
almost impossible with organisations and activists under 
threat. A proposed new NGO law is expected to improve 
the process but not remove the need for permissions, 
severely restricting the ability of civil society to operate 
effectively and freely. 

 

YMCA 
 

Commitment for Life through Christian Aid, has continued 

to support the YMCA Women’s Training Programme 

(WTP) over the last six months. The WTP focuses on 

strengthening the role of women in Palestinian society 

while building more economically resilient societies, 

thereby creating the opportunity for vulnerable women to 
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seek and achieve new levels of independence through 

financial and food security. This happens through career 

counselling, youth engagement and leadership 

programmes and through working with the Palestinian 

Authority Ministry of Education to ensure career advice 

sessions are included in the regular curriculum.  The 

WTP’s work also includes supporting and establishing 

women’s cooperatives and holding modular trainings in 

agricultural work, food processing, animal husbandry, 

family health and the management of small projects with 

seed/seedling distribution before brokering access to 

markets.  

 

Moving Stories is produced by Commitment for Life, the 

programme of the United Reformed Church that seeks to 

raise issues around justice and development. 

 
 

Prayer calendar for June and July 
 

Week beginning: 

 

June  5th   Churches Together in Brentwood 

                 Those who are working to protect our environment 

                 The URC Eastern synod 

 

June 12th  Industry, Commerce and their employees 

                 The work and mission of our church 

                 Roman Catholic churches in our area 

 

June 19th  Fathers and families (Today is Father’s Day) 

                 Refugees and asylum seekers 
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                Those who use our building 

 

June 26th  Victims of torture and ill treatment 

                 The UK Methodist Church (Methodist Assembly  

                 begins July 3rd) 

                 Coffee Shop 

 

July  3rd  The United Reformed Church (General Assembly 

               begins July 8th) 

              The Church of England (General Synod begins July 8th) 

              The Brentwood Street Pastors 

 

July 10th The 10th Brentwood Brownies 

               The tourist industry and its employees 

               Baptist Churches in our area 

 

 July 17th Churches in rural areas (Rural Mission Sunday today) 

                Our local council, its officers and employees 

                Independent churches in our area 

 

July 24th People who are persecuted for their faith 

               People who are suffering from economic hardship 

               Methodist Churches in our area 

 

July 31st Areas of conflict around the world 

              Our Elders and leaders 

              Industrial chaplains and similar church workers 

 
DUTY ROTAS – JUNE 2017 

 

 Flowers Vestibule 

4th Eileen Goult Linda Hanna 

11th Mary Tate Heather Davidson 
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18th Margaret Gazely Moses Tsingano 

25th Carolyn Rudkin Jim Bealey 

 

 Vestry Steward Notices 

4th Gordon Hanna Margaret 

Gazely 

Steve Burns 

11th Clive Rudkin Carolyn 

Rudkin 

Rosalie 

Brentnall 

18th Corne Van Staden Markus Van 

Staden 

The Cheers 

25th Jenny Mayo Sally Bealey Stan Francis 

 

 Reader Prayers of Intercession 

4th Josh Hanna The Cheers 

11th Heather Davidson Jenny Mayo 

18th Lucy Crowther  

25th Steve Burns Ian Davidson 

 

 Coffee 

4th Mary Tate and Sheila Crisp 

11th Elaine Austin and Margaret Gazely 

18th Gabrielle Crowther 

25th Linda Hanna 

 

CHURCH CALENDAR – JUNE 2017 

 

Sunday  4th 10 am  Rev Sheila Maxey 

Wednesday   7th 9.30 am  Sacred Space 
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   11.45 am 20 minute worship 

   2.00 pm URC Knitters 

    

Sunday  11th 10 am  Mrs Beryl Hunt

     

Monday  12th 2.30 pm Monday Guild 

Wednesday  14th 9.30 am Sacred Space 

 

 

Sunday  18th 10 am  Rev Ruth Mitchell  

     ANNUAL CHURCH 

MEETING 

Wednesday  21st 9.30 am Sacred Space 

   2.00 pm URC Knitters    

     

Sunday  25th 10 am  Rev Sheila Maxey  

     – with Holy Communion 

Wednesday  28th 9.30 am Sacred Space  

  

DUTY ROTAS – JULY 2017 

 

 Flowers Vestibule 

2nd Sheila Crisp Linda Hanna 

9th Jenny Mayo Heather Davidson 

16th Elaine Austin Sally Bealey 

23rd Eileen Goult Mary Tate 

30th Silk Flowers Jenny Mayo  

 

 Vestry Steward Notices 

2nd Rosalie Brentnall Gordon Hanna Steve Burns 

9th Ian Davidson Moses Rosalie 
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Tsingano Brentnall 

16th Jenny Mayo Gabrielle 
Crowther 

The Cheers 

23rd Moses Tsingano Steve Burns Stan Francis 

30th Corne Van Staden Rosalie 

Brentnall 

Jenny Mayo 

 

 Reader Prayers of Intercession 

2nd Josh Hanna Jim Bealey 

9th Heather Davidson Clive Rudkin 

16th Lucy Crowther Jenny Mayo 

23rd Steve Burns  

30th Markus Van Staden Linda Hanna 

 

 Coffee 

2nd Eileen Goult 

9th Rosalie Brentnall 

16th Sally Bealey 

23rd Mary Tate and Sheila Crisp 

30th Elaine Austin and Margaret Gazely 

 

CHURCH CALENDAR – JULY 2017 

 

Sunday  2nd 10 am  Mrs. Beryl Hunt 

Wednesday  5th 9.30 am Sacred Space 

   11.45 am 20 Minute Worship 

   2 pm  URC Knitters   
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Sunday  9th 10 am  Mrs Amanda  

      Dolan Harrison

   

Monday  10th 2.30 pm Monday Guild 

Wednesday  12th 9.30 am Sacred Space 

 

Sunday  16th 10 am  TBC   

   

     

Sunday  23rd 10 am  Rev Ruth Mitchell 

 – with Holy Communion  

 

Sunday  30th 10 am  Rev Michael  

      Powell   

 

THE COURIER 
 

The next issue of The COURIER for Aug/Sept. 2017 will be 

available on Sunday the 30th July 2017. 

 

All articles and content for publication of the COURIER 

should be sent to Corne Van Staden email: 

hcvstaden@gmail.com 

 

If you have articles for inclusion please ensure that these are 

emailed to Corne as early as possible during the week 

commencing Monday the 17th June and before the final deadline 

of Sunday the 23rd June. 

 

EDITOR  Corne Van Staden  01277 203830 

        07740196882 

COLLATION & DISTRIBUTION Mr Jim Stratford and Team 

mailto:hcvstaden@gmail.com
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BRENTWOOD UNITED REFORMED CHURCH 

New Road, Brentwood, CM14 4GD 

 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 

 

10:00 am Family Worship with Creche and Junior Church 

 

Holy Communion is usually celebrated at Morning Worship on 

the last Sunday of each month. 

 

Details of preachers and special events are given in the 

COURIER. 

 

EACH WEEK: 

 

Brownies: Contact Jane Gutteridge   01245 266933  

 

WEDNESDAYS: 12:00pm Luncheon Club 

 

FRIDAYS: 09:45am – 11:45am Coffee Shop 

12:00pm -  01:00pm Christian Aid Lunch 

01:00pm – 01:30pm Ecumenical Prayers  

 

 
 


