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Dear Friends, 
 
As you know from a previous 
letter, I have been having a 
careful look at the books in my 
study, doing a bit of therapeutic 
thinning after 25 years in 
ministry. In setting side ones that I have not read after at 
least 10 years and now not likely too, I have discovered 
old favourites.   
 
This month I want to mention two favourite authors. It was 
at Theological College I discovered the wonders of the Old 
Testament.   
 
Trevor Dennis, in his introduction to ‘Lo and Behold – 
Power of Old Testament storytelling’ writes:  
Imagine a king in a great palace with two rooms packed 
with treasure. The door of one of the rooms is constantly 
being opened as the king and courtiers bring out items for 
display. The treasures of that room are treated with 
reverence, sometimes with great ceremony, often with 
love.  
 
Every item is examined in detail, and the pedestals on 
which they are put for all to admire are very high. The door 
to the other room, however, is for the most part kept 
locked. Though it is the larger of the two rooms, packed 
with a far greater number of fine things than the other, it is 
rarely entered. Sometimes some of its treasures are 
brought out into the state or private rooms of the palace for 
display. But then often they are put on low tables in 
corners where few take notice of them. There are some 
exceptionally fine things among them, as those of the court 
recall from time to time. But the general opinion is that the 
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treasures from that room are poor, dull things, perhaps 
even ugly things, compared to the bright treasures of the 
other room.’  
 
Trevor Dennis wants to help us rediscover the treasures of 
the Old Testament as it sheds so much light on the New 
Testament and our faith needs both. 
 
My other favourite author, (one of many), is a man called 
Philip Yancey.  In his book called ‘The Bible Jesus knew’, 
he helps to explain why we need to read both Old and 
New Testament. 
 
Let me quote from the back of the book;  

THE OLD TESTAMENT. 
If you think it’s just a 

mysterious, outdated book, 
THINK AGAIN. 

It’s the Bible Jesus read, used and loved. 
 

Old Testament is God’s biography, the story of his 
passionate encounter with people. It is a prequel to the 
story of Jesus, who came to answer the questions that 
troubled the ancient writers and still trouble us today. For 
expressing our deepest longings and voicing the full range 
of our emotions, the Old Testament has no equal.  
 
Join Philip Yancey as he explores these sometimes 
shocking, often cryptic divine writings. You will come to 
know God more intimately, anticipate Jesus more 
fervently, and find a wonderful, wise companion for your 
faith journey. 
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He looks at the Psalms, Deuteronomy, Job, Ecclesiastes 
and the Prophets. He opens the book with a chapter 
entitled ‘Is the Old Testament worth the bother?’ 
 
As I mentioned, over the years, I have developed a love of 
the Old Testament, and Yancey’s book just helped to 
increase that. Anyone who struggles with the Old 
Testament would do well to read this book.  
 
The line that sticks in my mind is ‘Nothing, apparently, 
bothers God more than the simple act of being forgotten.’  
We would do well to remember this in our everyday lives 
when we forget to thank God for his many blessings both 
great and small. 
 
Happy reading, 
Love and prayers,  
Ruth 

CHURCH FAMILY NEWS 
 

 
We wish everyone a very happy birthday. 
 
Rosalie Brentnall 

 

Church Secretary’s News 
 
I am writing this is mid-September before Harvest has 
taken place so it seems a bit alarming to think that this 
edition of the Courier has to cover news until the end of 
November, when Christmas will be very close and events 
will have been planned that we cannot yet confirm.  It is 
sometimes necessary to have a ‘mid-edition’ news-sheet 
to make sure as many people as possible are aware of 
additional news and the only practical way to distribute 
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these is to have them available at Sunday worship or send 
them to those who have email addresses, so apologies if 
you miss an item from time to time.  There are, however, 
plenty of events we do know about during the next couple 
of months. 
 
A new church in Southend 
Due to declining numbers and lack of funds to carry out 
essential repairs to an ageing building, Westcliff URC 
members took the difficult decision to close the church this 
autumn.  However, they will be uniting with Crowstone St. 
Georges URC, close by, under the name of Kings Road 
URC.  The closing service will be held on Sunday, 15th 
October at 3 pm with refreshments to follow.  All are 
welcome.   
 
A special Sunday service 
Sunday worship on 22nd October will be our usual autumn 
joint communion service with our friends from Brentwood 
Methodist Church but this time it will be extra special as 
Stan Francis will be presented with a Christian Aid 
Diamond Award in recognition of his many years of service 
to Christian Aid in the Brentwood Area.  Neil Roper from 
Christian Aid will be coming to present Stan with his award 
and will speak to us about the latest news and campaigns 
from Christian Aid. 
 
Light Party – an alternative to Halloween 
Brentwood Methodist Church will be holding a Light Party 
on 31st October from 7-8 pm with activities for children 
from 4-11 years, at their church in Warley Hill.  Please see 
the poster in the foyer for more details. 
 
Quiet Day – The quest for Peace 
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On Saturday, 18th November from 10 am to 4 pm, this will 
be held at Westminster College and will be suitable for 
those who are new to retreat days.  There will be simple 
suggestions to begin using silence and solitude to 
enhance wellbeing in the middle of a busy life.  To book, 
contact Westminster College, 01223 330632, email: 
admin@westminster.cam.ac.uk or find booking forms on 
their website at www.westminster.cam.ac.uk 
 
Other news ……. 
 
Sound system update 
At the time of writing our sound system upgrade should 
have been completed but unfortunately, although the 
speakers and other equipment have all been installed, the 
new hymnal system is being updated by the manufacturers 
and will not be available until later in the autumn.  When 
this has been installed the sound engineer will be coming 
to give a training session on the new system.  We have 
some volunteers who have offered to attend the training 
session and anyone else who would like to come along will 
be welcome – the more people we have who are familiar 
with the system, the better! 
 
 
Responsibility for Pastoral Care 
I understand that there is some confusion concerning the 
roles of the elders and the pastoral group in the pastoral 
care of the church family.  Up to the 2016 AGM, the elders 
(apart from the Church Secretary and the Treasurer) each 
had a group of members of the congregation who they 
were responsible for.  However, with shrinking numbers of 
serving elders, it became obvious that this was no longer a 
viable situation, especially as the elders had to cover 
increasing responsibilities in other aspects of church life.   

mailto:admin@westminster.cam.ac.uk
http://www.westminster.cam.ac.uk/
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It was then decided to form a pastoral group who would 
meet regularly to exchange news of those who were in 
need of pastoral care at any particular time.  They each 
have a group of members to keep a special eye on and 
you can find this list on the board in the foyer.  They report 
to the minister if she cannot be present at the meetings of 
the group. 
 
I must emphasise that the elders are still responsible, with 
the minister, for the overall pastoral care of the church and 
this is an important item on every elders meeting agenda, 
including a report from the pastoral group.  I hope this 
makes the present situation clearer but do speak to the 
minister, elders or members of the pastoral group if you 
feel there are any concerns that are being neglected. 
 

Jenny Mayo 

Church Treasurers Report  
 

Below is the total church collections 
received in the two months (July and 
August) since the last Courier. A 
comparison on a weekly basis is 
given with the collections received 
over the whole of 2016. The 

Standing Orders are also given – on a weekly basis. 
 

 TOTAL Loose Envelopes 
Standing 
Orders 

July-Aug 2017 1,733.73 343.02 1,390.71  
per week 2016 190.76 36.33 154.43 102.76 
per week Jul-Aug 
2017 192.64 38.11 154.52  
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We have received Gift Aid from the Inland Revenue for 
2015 and for 2016 for those who have signed the Gift Aid 
forms. 
 
For 2015 - £3,273.16 plus £24.21 interest  
For 2016 - £3,308.10 plus £10.38 interest 
 
In addition, for those who have not signed the Gift Aid form 
and contribute to the weekly loose collection, we received 
the following: 
 
Gift Aid Small Donations Scheme: for 2016 - £503.04 

 

Kees Maxey 

Sunday 22nd October 

A special Sunday for three reasons. 

Firstly, our friends from the Methodist Church are joining 

us for morning worship 

Secondly, Neil Roper, the Christian Aid organiser for this 

area will share with our minister, Ruth, in the leadership of 

worship.   He will tell us more about the work of Christian 

Aid and introduce the Christian Aid Christmas Appeal. 

Thirdly, our very own Stan Francis will be presented by 

Neil with the Christian Aid Diamond Award for his 20 years 

of service as Brentwood’s Christian Aid Week organiser. 

See you there – at 10.00am on 22nd October! 

Sheila Maxey, Christian Aid organiser for BURC. 
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BURC KNITTING GROUP  

Knitting has resumed 
after a summer 
break, and we 
continue to 
foregather in the 
William Hunter 
Room on the first 
and third 

Wednesdays of the month. Our next meeting is on 
Wednesday 20th September at 2 pm. Dates for October 
and November will be: 
 
4th and 18th October 
1st and15th November 
 
 Thank you for the generous gifts of wool we have 
received in the past, which have enabled us to knit many 
scarves, wraps and other garments. We hope to continue 
to provide these items, but wool stocks are running low, 
and we would be most grateful for any donations of double 
knitting wool that could be given.  
 
The scarves and wraps are given as a means of comfort to 
those we know of who are going through a difficult time, 
and the other garments are sent to South Africa, where 
they are distributed to day centres, clinics and orphanages 
in the southern Cape area. 
 
You are always welcome to join us, even if you have never 
picked up a pair of needles before. At every meeting we 
remember all those who have received scarves or wraps, 
and there is now a long list of names to be read out. 
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A warm welcome and a cup of tea awaits you. 
 
Muriel Cantor 

 

 

For those who would like to 

donate regularly to the foodbank, 

they gave the below list of items 

needed: 

 

Urgent Needs 
 
Tinned fruit 
Tinned meat and pies 
Long life fruit juice 
UHT milk (1 litre) 
Sugar 
Sweets and snacks 
 
Also 
 
Tinned potatoes 
Rice pudding 
Custard 
Instant mash 
Pasta sauce 
Jams and spreads 
Tinned sponge puddings 
Squash 
Rice 
Coffee 
 
Kitchen and bathroom cleaners 
Toilet rolls 
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Shaving gels and foam 
Deodorants 
Razors 
 
Please do not bring perishable foods as these cannot be 
stored at the Foodbank. 
 

https://brentwood.foodbank.org.uk/locations/ or pick up a 
leaflet in the church foyer! 
 

World Week for Peace in Palestine and Israel 
 

Call to worship: Joel 2: 28 
Just and merciful God, you speak through the 

prophets, challenging us to seek peace rooted in 
justice: 

Help us to hear your urgent call Loving God, in Jesus 
you change our lives for good, challenging us to work 

for reconciliation. 
Help us to see your way of truth and love. With-us 

God, your Holy Spirit moves us to action, challenging 
us to live the Good News: 

Help us to respond wholeheartedly, here and now – 
to say Yes! Amen 

Lekkerwater Secondary School Appeal 
 

Some of you may 
remember that at 
the beginning of the 
year the Synod 
launched an appeal 
to raise money for 
the Lekkerwater 
Secondary School 
in Zimbabwe.  The 

https://brentwood.foodbank.org.uk/locations/


BRENTWOOD URC - The COURIER – Oct.Nov.2017          

 

13 

 

goal was for each church in the Synod to raise £80 
towards the building of this Presbytery school.  They 
began building early in 2015 and so far they have two 
classroom blocks finished and operating, with almost 100 
children aged 12-14 studying there.   
 

Their aim is to 
have 4 
classroom 
blocks, a 
science 
classroom 
and a staff 
block.  
Previously the 
area only had 
primary 

schools, meaning that in order to carry on with their 
education, older children were having to walk up to 10 km 
to and from school each day.   
 
Synod churches have been raising money in various ways 
throughout this year.  Some have held specific events, 
some have held collections and some have sent cheques 
from church funds.  At the time the appeal was launched 
our own church had several different appeals in action and 
we decided to go back to this later in the year.  I am now 
delighted to report that, thanks to a very generous 
donation by one of our members, we have been able to 
send a cheque for £80 to the Synod fund and that further 
building work is proceeding at the school.  We hope to 
receive further progress reports in due course. 
 
Jenny Mayo 
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SOMETHING FOR THE JUNIORS….. 
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Pastorate Quiet Day 
 
Those of us, five from our church and three from Billericay 
URC, were blessed with a beautiful sunny early autumn 
day when we met for our annual Quiet Day at Little 
Baddow chapel.  This year we were led by Grace and 
Colin Baldock from Witham URC.  Their theme was 
Walking His Way (which was also an introduction to the 
new URC initiative – Walking the Way: Living the Life of 
Jesus today – of which more later).  The day began with a 
time of prayer, reading and reflection on what it means to 
follow Jesus.  Then we had an hour of quiet space, during 
which we could stay in the chapel, walk around the local 
lanes and footpaths or sit in the chapel grounds, before 
coming back together to share our thoughts.  Lunch 
followed and we enjoyed the packed lunches we had 
brought with us as well as each other’s company. 
 
The afternoon session began with the Lectio Divina – 
meditating with a passage of scripture, in this case Luke 
4:16-21.  The passage is read three times with silence 
between, to give time to listen how God is speaking to 
each person through the passage.  Another hour of quiet 
space followed before a time of sharing together, finishing 
with closing worship in the chapel.   
 
Thanks are due to Little Baddow Chapel, Billericay friends 
who provided refreshments and especially to Grace and 
Colin who gave us such a thoughtful day with time and 
space to reflect on all we had shared.  We all agreed that 
we would like to share the same experience next year and 
hope that others will join us on Saturday, 1st September 
2018. 
 



BRENTWOOD URC - The COURIER – Oct.Nov.2017          

 

17 

 

I mentioned the Walking the Way initiative and leaflets 
explaining this more fully will be available at the beginning 
of October. 
 
Jenny Mayo 

 

DUTY ROTAS – OCTOBER 2017 

 

 Flowers Vestibule 

1st Mary Tate Rosalie Brentnall 

8th Margaret Gazely Kees Maxey 

15th Sheila Crisp Sally Bealey 

22nd Jenny Mayo Margaret Gazely 

29th Elaine Austin Moses Tsingano  

 

 Vestry Steward Notices 

1st Moses Tsingano Mary Tate Steve Burns 

8th Corne Van Staden Sheila 

Maxey 

Rosalie 

Brentnall 

15th  Gabrielle 

Crowther 

The Cheers 

22nd Rosalie Brentnall Jenny Mayo Stan Francis 

29th Corne Van Staden Eileen Goult Jenny Mayo 

 

 Reader Prayers of Intercession 

1st Kees Maxey Ian Davidson 

8th Markus Van Staden  

15th Lucy Crowther The Cheers 
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22nd Jenny Mayo  

29th Markus Van Staden Clive Rudkin 

 

 Coffee 

1st Linda Hanna 

8th Eileen Goult 

15th Rosalie Brentnall 

22nd Sally Bealey 

29th Mary Tate and Sheila Crisp 

 

CHURCH CALENDAR – OCTOBER 2017 

 

Sunday 1st 10 am  Rev Sheila Maxey 

Wednesday 4th 9.30 am Sacred Space 

   11.45 am 20 Minute Worship 

   2 pm  URC Knitters   

    

Sunday 8th 10 am  Rev Ruth Mitchell 

  

Monday 9th 2.30 pm Monday Guild 

Wednesday 11th 9.30 am Sacred Space 

 

Sunday 15th 10 am  TBC 

Wednesday 18th 9.30 am Sacred Space 

   2 pm  URC Knitters  

       

Sunday 22nd 10 am  Rev Ruth Mitchell –  

                                                            Holy Communion 

     With Brentwood  

                                                            Methodist Church 

Wednesday 25th 9.30 am Sacred Space   
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Sunday 29th 10 am  Mrs Faith Paulding 

 

DUTY ROTAS – NOVEMBER 2017 

 

 Flowers Vestibule 

5th Margaret Cheer Heather Davidson 

12th Eileen Goult Rosalie Brentnall 

19th Mary Tate Gordon Hanna 

26th Margaret Gazely Mary Tate 

 

 Vestry Steward Notices 

5th Ian Davidson Margaret 

Gazely 

Steve Burns 

12th Rosalie Brentnall Gabrielle 

Crowther 

Rosalie 

Brentnall 

19th Kees Maxey Linda Hanna The Cheers 

26th Corne Van Staden Jim Stratford Stan Francis 

 

 Reader Prayers of Intercession 

5th Heather Davidson Linda Hanna 

12th Lucy Crowther Jenny Mayo 

19th Josh Hanna Kees Maxey 

26th Markus Van Staden  

 

 Coffee 

5th Elaine Austin and Margaret Gazely 



        BRENTWOOD URC - The COURIER – Oct.Nov. 2017 

 

20 

12th Gabrielle Crowther 

19th Linda Hanna 

26th Eileen Goult 

 

CHURCH CALENDAR – NOVEMBER 2017 

 

Wednesday 1st 9.30 am Sacred Space 

   11.45 am 20 minute Worship 

   2 pm  URC Knitters 

 

Sunday 5th 10 am  Mr. Robert Dart 

  

Wednesday 8th 9.30 am Sacred Space 

    

Sunday 12th 10 am  Remembrance Sunday – 

                                                            Rev Sheila Maxey  

Monday 13th 2.30 pm Monday Guild 

Wednesday 15th 9.30 am Sacred Space 

   2 pm  URC Knitters 

 

Sunday 19th 10 am  Mrs. Amanda Dolan 

                                                            Harrison 

Wednesday 22nd 9.30 am Sacred Space   

   

     

Sunday 26th 10 am  Rev Ruth Mitchell – with  

                                                            Holy Communion 

Wednesday 29th 9.30 am Sacred Space  

 

Prayer Calendar for October and November 

Week beginning: 

 

October  1st        The United Reformed Church (Inaugurated 5-

10-72) 
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                           Those suffering as a result of natural disasters 

                           This church, its mission and activities 

 

October  8th        Peace and reconciliation between the nations 

                           Traidcraft and similar organisations 

                           The URC Eastern Synod 

 

October 15th      Those suffering from hunger and/or poverty 

                          The NHS and those who work for it 

                          The worldwide church and our links to it 

 

October 22nd     The diverse peoples of the world (One World 

Week begins today) 

                          Disabled people and their carers 

                          The Wednesday Luncheon Club 

 

October 29th     The churches of the reformation (Reformation 

Day today) 

                         The church where it faces persecution 

                         Hirers of our building 

 

November 5th   The URC Mission Council (Meets 7th-9th 

November) 

                         Homeless people 

                         The 10th Brentwood Brownies 

 

November 12th Those who have suffered because of war 

                         Chaplains in the Armed Forces 

                         The Aid Agencies 

 

November 19th People in need in our area 

                        The Church of England (General Synod 20th-22nd 

November) 

                        Our Minister and the Elders 
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November 26th People with long term illnesses 

                        The people of Scotland (St. Andrew’s Day, 

November 30th) 

                        Coffee Shop 

 
 

 
THE COURIER 

 

The next issue of The COURIER for Dec 2017/Jan 2018 will be 

available on Sunday the 26th November 2017. 

 

All articles and content for publication of the COURIER 

should be sent to Corne Van Staden email: 

hcvstaden@gmail.com 

 

 

If you have articles for inclusion please ensure that these are 

emailed to Corne as early as possible during the week 

commencing Monday the 13th November and before the final 

deadline of Sunday the 19th November. 

 

EDITOR  Corne Van Staden  01277 203830 

        07740196882 

PRINTING Jenny Mayo 

COLLATION & DISTRIBUTION Mr Jim Stratford and Team 

 

 

 

 

mailto:hcvstaden@gmail.com
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BRENTWOOD UNITED REFORMED CHURCH 

New Road, Brentwood, CM14 4GD 

 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 

 

10:00 am Family Worship with Creche and Junior Church 

 

Holy Communion is usually celebrated at Morning Worship on 

the last Sunday of each month. 

 

Details of preachers and special events are given in the 

COURIER. 

 

EACH WEEK: 

 

Brownies: To be confirmed  

 

WEDNESDAYS: 12:00pm Luncheon Club 

 

FRIDAYS: 09:45am – 11:45am Coffee Shop 

12:00pm -  01:00pm Christian Aid Lunch 

01:00pm – 01:30pm Ecumenical Prayers  
Top of Form 
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Bottom of Form 

 

 


